Running head: Forensic Nursing                                	 1

Forensic Nursing                        								    5






Forensic Nursing
Your Name
Chamberlain University College of Nursing
NR443 Community Health Nursing
Term Month and Year

 
Introduction
Forensic nursing is the process registered nurses are able to combine their patient care skills with observation skills in order to assist with investigations and offer expert witnessing. The assistance they give within the framework of forensic nursing is in collaboration with police or legal professionals. Forensic nurses are able to combine the science of forensics and their education as registered nurses in different aspects such as investigation, evidence collection and preservation among others. Forensic nurses are able to assist persons, families and communities that have been affected by injury, violence and even death. In my community, the state government assigns the nurses who have been trained in forensics in an array of areas that have positively evolved over the years. The nurses actively involved in forensics within my state act in different capacities depending on what they chose to specialize in. Such specialties include death investigation, Coroner, Assistant medical examiner, psychiatric forensics and sexual assault nurse examiner.
 Community Setting
	Forensic nurses perform their functions in a variety of settings depending on their role. Most instances they work from hospitals, community anti-violence centers, psychiatric centers, medical examiner and coroner’s office and correctional facilities. Hospitals are the most common since majority of cases that happen are handle in hospitals at the initial stages before being taken into the legal system. In a hospital a forensic nurses treat patients who have experienced trauma and violence. They also collect any evidence that is needed by police and are required to properly preserve it until such time that it is needed for use by the courts. Forensic nurses take care of a variety of vulnerable populations when working in their role in hospitals (American Nurses Association, & International Association of Forensic Nurses. (2017)). 

For instance women that have been subject to sexual assault and trauma. Such women need expert care in order for the legal system to be able to prosecute perpetrators. Forensic nurses help such patients through treatment as they may have been injured severely in the ordeal. In many cases such patients in hospitals experience shock and other psychological issues. Forensic nurses take up the role of helping them through counselling in order to help them through the trauma. Finally forensic nurses also help children and other victims of violence that may have vulnerabilities that untrained personnel cannot handle such as persons with disability. Forensic nurses also have the expertise to be able to get evidence from the patients such as DNA and blood without compromising it or traumatizing the patients further.

Health Promotion Nursing Intervention
Forensic nursing is defined in a responsive context, however, nursing practice in any form has an ethical duty to take interventions at all stages including prevention. Crimes such violence are hard to prevent due to the constraints that have to do with its interpersonal nature. Forensic nurses have one obvious intervention within their control, collection of data as they provide care. Such data is key in improving the type of care given to victims of violence and trauma. The data collected is also important as it can be used by forensic nurses in identifying areas and populations at higher risk. Risk analysis allows forensic nurses to take up the mantle of informing and also taking part in prevention activities that have positive outcomes as it regards to health promotion (Nies et al 2019).
Forensic nursing is in a unique position to collect critical data that can be applied to be a preventative measure. However, forensic nursing in its definition has limited scope in terms how well preventative interventions can be used. In such an instance the best approach would be an interdisciplinary collaboration that would allow stakeholders in the field of forensics to come together and make such interventions possible. Forensic nurses can collaborate with public sector stakeholders such as criminal justice system and social services. This way such things as violence can be handle as public health issues and allow forensic nurses to serve in preventative role as well as responsive and hence promote overall health by reducing the number victims of trauma and violence. Forensic nurses can also collaborate with individuals, families, non-governmental organizations such as those dealing with sexual assault and further and improve the taking of preventative steps. 

Professional Nursing Organization 
One organization that supports the role of forensic nurses is the International Association of Forensic Nurses. It is an organization that brings together all kinds of forensic nurses across the world in order to grow. The organization is aimed at bringing together people in the sector as well as other complementary sectors through membership in support of the field of Forensic nursing. The organization has the main mandate of developing and disseminating information on Forensic nursing to the world. The organization grows the field through growing the knowledgebase that the people have. The organization grows the field by providing certification and training in the field that is recognized to be excellent quality and is easily accessible to all in the world.
The organization provides funding and acts as a leader in research and development in the field. Any sector that needs to grow needs such a platform in order to be able to be able to reach such objectives. The organization provides guidelines in order to create the best standards for all research and knowledge to be reliable. The guidelines provided by the organization, ensure that all the different branches in forensic nursing conduct research and provide information that is up to standard and can be applied in a universal sense. For instance the organization has recently updated guidelines to the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner education. The guidelines will introduce a competency checklist and improve the gap analysis framework (Tucker, 2018).
Summary
Forensic nurses combine their training and education with keen observation skills in order to provide specific care to victims of violence and trauma. This care varies depending on the skills of the nurse and the case at hand. Forensic nurses usually operate from hospitals and perform roles to assist police and the criminal justice system with different functions. They collect evidence and make sure it is properly stored as well as counselling patients through the treatment process. The International Association of Forensic Nurses provides the framework and structure for the field to grow by bringing the nurses together through membership. Forensic nurses also increase their scope through the use of data collection as an intervention to help with different steps aimed at health promotion. Forensic nurses play an important role in society and should be funded to grow even further in the fin the.
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